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The Battle of Antelope Hills
[bookmark: _GoBack]April 15, 1858, marked the end of the peace and calm on Texas frontier after the death of James B. Cambren with the two sons. The men lead by Willis went further to kills Cambren's wife with the son, Tom, whom they tied on a mule and watched (Vernon, 2009). Furthermore, Thomas Mason and the wife, Mary, who was Mrs. Cambren's sister were killed as they neared Cambren's house. Mrs. Mason's father Isaac visited and found the daughter and husband dead outside their building with the children wondering among their bodies. An attempt to take the soldiers and follow the murderers was in vain since there were a few at Utah Territory (Vernon, 2009).
Appointment of the governor for Utah territory by President James Buchanan did not please the head of Mormons, Brigham Young. This made him fail to be acknowledged by Mormons. Mormoth’s war stripped Texas of the protection against Indian raids. It was the white outlaws who were involved in the Mason-Cambren outage. Many people did not want to agree that the killings were done by whites. Major John Salmon commonly called Ford was appointed to organize and hunt down the warriors (Vernon, 2009).
Officers chosen by Ford were mostly Mexican War veterans and Tonkawa scouts. The warriors attacked Antelope Hills. The attack was begun by bringing down the chief. Other soldiers were killed with men and women ran in confusion. The captured women and children were sold when they reached Camp Runnells.  Having done this, Ford sent a report to Runnels informing him that the attack had been successful and the Indians were weakened to a level where their territory would easily be defeated (Vernon, 2009). The newspapers celebrated Ford as a state hero even though his request to continue with the mission was denied.
In conclusion, the battle of Antelope hills was indeed a retaliatory attack led by Ford after trouble between the Texans and Comanches which begun when John McLennan was captured at the age of 9. The battle ended, at last, with Ford being declared a state warrior due to his boldness in stepping into a territory of Indians even with a strict law against such an attempt (Vernon, 2009).
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